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Diary Of Events 
Monday 

Art Group 
10am – 1pm 
Village Hall 

 

Sunshine Club 
1.30 – 3.30pm  

Clapham 
Sports and 
Social Club 

(Except Bank 
Holidays) 

 Beavers 
6 - 7.30pm 
Scout Hut 
Term Time 

Only 

Royal British Legion 
7.30pm 

Second Monday of the 
month  

Clapham Sports and 
Social Club  

Mike's Line Dancing 
Beginners  

7 – 8.30pm 
Intermediate  

8.30 – 9.30pm 
Village Hall 

Tuesday 

Alzheimer's 
Support 
Group 

10.30am - 
12.30pm  

Village Hall 

Rainbows 
4.45 – 

5.45pm 
Scout Hut 
Term Time 

Only 

 Brownies & 
Guides 

6 – 7.30pm 
Scout Hut 
Term Time 

Only 

Power 
Academy of 

Dance 
4 – 8.30pm 
Village Hall 
Term Time 

Only 

Clapham 
Parish Council 
7.30pm Third 

Tuesday of the 
Month  

Village Hall 

Belly Dancing 
7 - 9pm 

Methodist 
Church 

Wednesday 

School for Seniors 
9.15am – 4pm 

Methodist Church 
Autumn & Spring 

Terms 

Pilates 
10.15 – 11.15am  

Village Hall  

UD Dance 
3.45 – 4.45pm 

Village Hall 
Term Time Only 

Cubs 
6.45 – 8.15pm 

Scout Hut  
Term Time Only 

Gentle Exercise Class 
11.30am – 12.30pm 

Village Hall 

Ballet/Modern Dance 
4.30 – 8.30pm 

Methodist Church Hall 
Term Time Only 

Weight Watchers 
6 - 8pm 

Village Hall 

Thursday 

Yoga 
10 – 11am Village Hall 

Term Time Only 

 Fitness Class 
6.45 – 8.15pm 

Methodist Church 

Zumba 
7.30 – 8.30pm  

Village Hall 

Friday 
Tumble Tots 
9am - 1pm 
Village Hall 
Term Time 

Only 

Pilates 
10.15 – 

11.15am 
Methodist 

Church 

Scouts 
7 - 9pm 

Scout Hut 
Term Time 

Only 

Youth Club 
7.30 - 9pm 

Methodist Church Hall 
Fortnightly 

Term Time Only 

Youth Club 
6 - 8pm 

Colts Club House 
Fortnightly 

Term Time Only 
 

Power Academy of Dance, Saturdays 9am - 1.45pm (Term Time) Village Hall 
Forward in Faith, Sundays 10am - 1.30pm, Village Hall 
Clapham Show & Fun Day, Saturday 5th September 
Clapham Garage Sale Trail, Sunday 13th September 
Bird Club, Fridays 18th Sept, 16th Oct, 20th Nov, 7 - 9pm, Village Hall 
Tea Dances, Thursdays 24th Sept, 22nd Oct, 26th Nov, 2pm - 4pm, Village Hall 
Quiz Evening, Friday 2nd October, 7.30pm, Village Hall 
Blood Doning, Thursday 29th October, 11am - 9pm, Village Hall 
Psychic Fair, Saturday 31st October, 9am - 6pm, Village Hall 

 
 



3 

Clerk’s Report 
 

Highways 

Work to resurface Twinwood Road and 
The Warren has now been completed 
but unfortunately the resurfacing of 
Knights Avenue/Highbury Grove has 
been delayed. Bedford BC has recently 
met with Anglian Water to discuss the 
damage to the road surface as they 
believe that water leaks are 
contributing to the failure of the road.  

 

Anglian Water has agreed that there is 
a problem with the service connections 
on their main so to avoid a newly 
surfaced road being dug up, the 
Borough has postponed resurfacing 
works until the Anglian Water works are 
complete, which is likely to be in the 
next financial year. In the meantime 
temporary patching has been carried 
out to keep the road safe for the winter.  

 

The Twinwood Road roundabout has 
not been cut this year as it was not 
reinstated correctly following Anglian 
Water works. Bedford BC has therefore 
issued a defect notice on Anglian Water 
and has asked them to carry out works 
to tidy the roundabout.  

 

Concerns have been raised about Tesco 
lorries unloading from the High Street 
but the double yellow lines do not 
prevent unloading, only waiting or 
parking by vehicles. Cllr. Walker has 
asked Tesco not to unload during school 
drop off/pick up times which should 
improve safety in the High Street when 
students are arriving at or leaving 
school. 
 

Bottle Bank 

Unfortunately bottles and rubbish are 
now being dumped around the 
Tesco/Clapham Club bottle bank, which 
is unpleasant for neighbours and 
making it difficult to empty the 
container. If the problems persist, 
Council will have to consider removing 
this bottle bank also. Please therefore 
dispose of all bottles and rubbish 
considerately. 
 

Burial Ground 

Hopefully by the time you are reading 
this, work on the new burial ground 
road will have been completed. Work 
was delayed whilst BT lowered the 
cables in the verge but should now be 
finished. A formal opening ceremony 
will be held later this Autumn and 
details will be posted on the website 
and notice boards.  
 

Neighbourhood Development Plan 

The results of the questionnaire are 
available on the Neighbourhood Plan 
page of the website www.parish-
council.com/clapham and will be 
presented at the Clapham Show on 5th 
September. Improvement of cycling 
routes in Clapham was one issue raised 
by many of the respondents and 
Council has asked Bedford BC look at 
the options for improving the safety of 
cycling to Ursula Taylor Lower. Ann 
Paice, Parish Clerk 
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Bedford Borough News 
 

Speeding traffic 

Over the last few months I have been 
working with local residents and the 
Parish Council to try and tackle the 
speeding issues in various parts of the 
village. 
 

A major concern has been the safety of 
our children and young people walking 
to school along Lovell Road Oakley. In 
response to residents requests, 
Highways officers have agreed to cut 
back the over growth of grass to widen 
the path where possible and to change 
the road markings to move traffic away 
from the footpath edge. 
 

I have also requested that the average 
speed camera planned for after the 
mini round about on Lovell Road, which 
has been purchased by Oakley Parish 
Council, should be moved further along 
the road. They have agreed and it will 
now be positioned just after the railway 
bridge in order to slow traffic all the way 
along Lovell Road. I hope that this pair 
of cameras will be installed in the next 
couple of months. Cameras will be 
linked around the village to prevent 
drivers turning off towards the school in 
order to avoid being caught. 
 

The other area of concern is speeding 
traffic along the High street and 
residents may have noticed that there 
are currently wires across the road in 
various places. These are monitoring 
speeds in order to provide the evidence 
we need to justify speed cameras for 
Clapham. I will report back the results 
when the monitoring is complete.  

Road re-surfacing 

Twinwood Road and The Warren have 
recently been re-surfaced. 

 

I have been asked why the speed 
humps have been partially removed 
from Twinwood Road. This is in 
response to a consultation the Borough 
carried out with residents on the estate 
who felt that the speed humps are no 
longer necessary. However with the on-
going discussions to re-open the gate 
onto Twinwood Road, which Milton 
Ernest Parish Council are having with 
the owners of the park, it was felt wise 
to retain some of the calming measures 
in order to prevent traffic speeding 
down to the end of the road as they 
used to do when leaving through that 
entrance. 
 

Bedford Magistrates’ Court 

In June 2014 the Judicial Business 
Group, the body responsible for 
organising the courts system, took the 
decision to move all cases, other than 
those relating to family matters, from 
Bedford Magistrates’ Court to Luton 
Magistrates’ Court in an attempt to 
make savings. 
 

In July 2015 it was announced that a 
consultation is to be held with a view 
towards making the changes 
permanent, as well as moving family 
hearings to the Bedford Employment 
Tribunal. 
 

There are concerns that the 
arrangements have hindered access to 
justice as Bedford Borough’s witnesses, 
police and local authority officers, 
magistrates and lawyers now have to 
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travel further for hearings. This can lead 
to increased anxiety and inconvenience 
for those directly affected by a case as 
well as being inefficient in taking up the 
time of professionals. 
 

The consultation, which will end on the 
8th October 2015, can be accessed at 
the following address should you wish 
to respond: consult.justice.gov.uk. 
The changes have been opposed by all 
political groups on the Council as well as 
Alistair Burt MP and Richard Fuller MP. 
 

Schools Two Tier Proposal 

State schools in Bedford Borough have 
been asked by the Council to fill in an 
application form detailing whether they 
are seeking to move to a two-tier 
system and if so to elaborate on their 
plans and partnerships with other 
schools. Ursula Taylor Lower, along with 
Oakley and Bromham lowers have 
already started this process with letters 
to parents asking for their opinions.  
 

Bedford Borough is one of a few local 
authority areas in England and Wales 
with a three-tier system. Despite strong 
Ofsted ratings, the Borough has 
consistently struggled when it comes to 
GCSE performance.  Whilst there are 
varying opinions as to why GCSE results 
do not match the Ofsted ratings. Many 
people point the blame at the three-tier 
system, arguing that the extra transition 
is unnecessarily disruptive to a child’s 
education and that it is harder to attract 
and retain teachers as the system is 
different from most other areas. 
 

The Council announced in July that it 
would resurrect the transition to two 

tier and has set aside £39m of existing 
funds to provide the necessary facilities. 
It is intended that there will be no 
closures of lower schools and that 
resources will be found where 
appropriate to extend facilities to 
convert them into primary schools. 
 

The deadline for applications is the 28th 
September. Once they have been 
received, the Council will then put 
together proposals, including plans for 
the allocation of funds, which will go to 
consultation from November 2015 - 
March 2016. The target date for 
implementing the new system is 
September 2017 although in our area 
Sharnbrook and Lincroft schools have 
already completed their consultation 
and are planning to implement the 
changes earlier. 
 

Ward Fund 

Each year I am able to make 
contributions from my Council Ward 
Fund to local community projects. I 
have already allocated some of the 
money but I would be pleased to hear 
from you if there is a scheme which you 
feel could benefit. You can contact me 
any time on: 07952 879587 or 
jane@janewalker.co.uk Jane Walker 
Borough Councillor for Clapham 
 

Royal British Legion 
 

The Poppy Appeal for 2015/2016 starts 
on 1st October. Would you like to help 
us collect at Sainsbury’s Clapham Road 
Store? We will be there for 15 days. Two 
hours of your time collecting for us 
would be very much appreciated. We 
will have a stall at the Village Show so 
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please come and talk to us. It is hoped 
that our friends from the RBL Riders 
Branch will be with us. They have just 
completed a 2,200 mile trip around the 
UK for the RBL. Our Branch final figures 
for the Poppy Appeal last year will not 
be known for some time but we know 
that we have exceeded last year’s total 
by a huge amount.  
 

This year we marked the 70th 
anniversary of the end of WW2. Our 
Branch Standard has been on parade 
throughout the County at a number of 
events including the pre-race parade at 
Newmarket Race Course on August 8th 
and the parade through Bedford on 
August 16th. 
 

The Branch has held a Poppy Appeal 
awards evening to thank collectors for 
their hard work. This coincided with our 
tribute to mark the end of WW2 70 
years ago.  
 

The County Office is now in St. Paul’s 
Square Bedford. Should any serving or 
ex-service person or a dependent 
require help please give me a call on 
Bedford 352762 to arrange a meeting.  
 

The Clapham Branch meets in the 
Clapham Sports and Social Club on the 
second Monday of each month. The 
meetings start at 1930 hours (7.30pm). 
We have some excellent speakers. You 
do NOT have to have served in the 
Armed Forces to become a RBL 
member. We have a good social 
evening and we help many of our 
comrades in a variety of Welfare 
requests. LIVE ON Ro Haggerwood MBE, 
Chairman 

Clapham Show 
 

Saturday, 5th September is this year’s 
date - put it in your diary now! 

 

Starts at noon and finishes by 5 – in fact, 
come along for lunch, the World Food 
Village will be there again – as will the 
Real Ale and Cider tent. The bar in the 
Village Hall will be open too.  
 

There will be lots to see and do and new 
attractions too …. oh, that rhymes! We 
have tried to bring to the show what 
people have asked for and one of the 
main attractions will be the pony rides – 
how great is that?  
 

For those slightly older there will be a 
Quasar stand where you can really let it 
rip, so we understand!  
Of course there will be the fabulous 
show where all you clever villagers can 
show off your talents. You can enter 
fruit, vegetables, flowers, eggs, jams, 
cakes and all manner of wondrous 
things. Plus of course the photography 
competition which gets harder to judge 
each year as the standards and entries 
just keep on going up!   
 

Head over to the website -  
www.claphamshow.com – it has all the 
information and news you need. We’re 
also on facebook – please like our page 
– Clapham Show. Looking forward to 
another great event.  
 

 

CLAPHAM CHRISTMAS TREE THE BIG 
SWITCH ON 

 

WEDNESDAY 2ND DECEMBER  
FROM 6.30PM 

 

PARADE OF SHOPS, HIGH STREET 

 

MEET SANTA!! 
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Clapham Methodist Church 
 

Fêtes, Shows and Carnivals 
  

Scarecrows abound, kites flutter, bands 
play and everyone seems to be selling 
cake and jam! I wonder what you like, 
or dislike about the Summer Fête 
season? Is it the anticipation of a family 
day out, the promise of traditional 
entertainment or the sense of 
camaraderie in the setting up and 
taking down of the event? Are you a 
planner, a performer or a participant? 
Perhaps you just dread the clogged 
roads, lack of parking and noise of 
evening entertainment. Maybe your 
memories of bygone times are filled 
with the poignancy of endings and loss. 
 

This season is a time for celebration – 
for the completion of work, for a 
rewarding holiday, for basking in the, 
mostly, warmer and sunnier weather 
and rejoicing in the fullness of the 
summer planting. It is good for us to 
celebrate, to take time out of the 
ordinary and routine to give thanks for 
the things we usually take for granted. 
When times are challenging it’s easy to 
forget the simple goodness of each day 
– the sights and sounds of nature, the 
conversations with friend or stranger 
and the joy of knowing God’s presence 
with us, wherever and however we are. 
 

It is also a time of anticipation and 
expectation. This year AJ and I had the 
pleasure of discovering a number of 
fêtes. We didn’t know what we’d find, 
whether we’d have to park a distance 
away and walk, whether there would be 

people there that we would know, or if 
we’d actually enjoy them when we got 
there! Our expectation was majorly 
exceeded when we were entertained 
by Morris dancers, feasted on bbq 
treats and were welcomed by plenty of 
friendly faces. One programme even 
revealed the promise of a Spitfire 
flypast. The latter built anticipation in 
the whole crowd of visitors and as the 
time approached our faces and ears 
were all focused on the skies. The buzz 
was electric as the excitement of the 
commentator alerted us to its coming.  
 

As Christians we have so much to 
celebrate as members of God’s family. 
Together we celebrate God’s love for us 
in Jesus, anticipate all that is ahead and 
focus on growing as Jesus’ friends in 
expectant hope and faith. Wherever 
you find to celebrate, may the blessings 
of God thrill and refresh you. 
 

Gill and family 
 

News about our Church:  
  

Just a reminder that our Sunday Service 
is held each week at 10am, in which we 
incorporate a Junior Church. 
Afterwards, free tea or coffee and 
biscuits are served in the Hall, so you 
can take the opportunity to catch up 
with news and views from friends and 
acquaintances. We have a reputation of 
being a friendly and family orientated 
Church, so you would be sure to receive 
a very warm welcome. 
 

If you have children between the ages 
of 9 to 13, they may be interested in our 
Youth Club which is held every other 
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Friday during term time from 7.30 to 
9pm. Lots of interesting activities take 
place, and it would be well worth trying 
it out.  
  

Don’t forget our popular Coffee 
Morning, held each Tuesday from 8.30 
to 11am where you can purchase 
toasted tea cakes to go with your tea or 
coffee, and also buy clothes, bric-a-brac 
and books at very reasonable prices! 
Please note that it will be a very special 
coffee morning on Tuesday, 22nd 
September as we will be participating in 
the nationwide Macmillan Coffee 
Morning event. Ours will, however, be a 
few days earlier than most due to 
availability of premises, and we will be 
open from 8.30 to 11.30am. Please 
come and support this very worthwhile 
charity.  
 

We shall shortly be celebrating Harvest, 
and our Harvest Festival service will be 
held on Sunday, 27th September, if you 
would like to join us then. 
 

Another date for your diary is Friday, 
16th October, when we will be 
organising a ‘Ladies Night’. This will take 
the form of cooking and craft 
demonstrations, together with various 
craft stalls for purchasing your 
Christmas presents! Please look out for 
more details nearer the time. 
 

Also, if you are looking for somewhere 
to hold a child’s party or other suitable 
activity, our premises are available for 
hire. Please contact Rosemary on 
261314 for further information. 
 

If you would like to find out more about 
our Church, please contact Colin on 
01234 356572 or visit our website at 
www.claphammethodistchurchbedford.org.uk. 
 

Clapham Society of 
Gardeners 

 
 

THE TRADING HUT, 
CLAPHAM 

ALLOTMENTS 
 

Something of a 
mixed summer, we 
hear that runner 

beans did not do so well, but the broad 
beans bore well and were full of flavour. 
The long periods of dry weather held 
back some growth, but early potatoes 
were in general good order. 
 

We look forward to a good Autumn in 
preparation for the winter. We shall 
soon be taking delivery of our over 
wintering bulbs and other items and 
would be glad to learn if you have any 
preferences as to choice of variety of 
seed potatoes. Sales have been 
disappointing over the past couple of 
years and we shall be cutting back quite 
drastically on the order, so it will be first 
come first served. 
 

OUR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Members please note that this will be 
held in the Village Hall on Friday 6th 
November 2015 commencing at 
7.30pm. This, and notices posted 
around the village will be the only 
calling notices, we simply cannot afford 
to post out masses of paper to all 
members. 
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We are looking for a new Chairperson 
and Vice Chair, and some new blood on 
the Committee. Due to an unfortunate 
series of circumstances we lost several 
members from the Committee during 
the last year, which has put 
considerable strain on the remainder 
when it came to staffing the Trading Hut 
and other responsibilities. 
 

Agendas, Minutes and Committee 
Nomination forms can be obtained 
from the Secretary from mid-October 
onwards, please ring 01234 327791 and 
leave details.  
 

Nominations for Committee positions 
can be accepted prior to the event, in 
writing forms are available from the 
Trading Hut from October onwards, 
remember you do need the Nominees' 
agreement and signature. 
 

There will be several items for 
discussion at the AGM, our only formal 
meeting of the year, when you, the 
members have the right to express your 
views in public, or collectively to make 
changes to the running of the Society as 
defined or limited by our Constitution. 
 

We hope for a really good turn out of 
members and the election of some new 
blood on to the Committee. The duties 
are not onerous, we only have a very 
few meetings in the year, but we do rely 
on Committee members to assist in 
running the Trading Hut. 
 

ONGOING ITEMS 

 

Our latest venture, the Swop Shop 
board has proved quite successful; 
members get free advertisements for 

items of gardening interest or services. 
Non-members can post adverts for a 
small fee. 
 

Recently we were given a donation of a 
number of gardening tools, a 
greenhouse and shed. We have placed 
the tools and a notice in the hut asking 
for a small donation. The donor 
received £80 from members as a 
donation to her charity. We have had 
gifts of other tools and we will continue 
to display them in the hut, a donation in 
the box is all we ask. 
 

The general feeling among members 
we have canvassed so far is a very 
definite NO to the proposal to site the 
Bottle Bank on the allotments, adjacent 
to the Trading Hut. Whether our protest 
along with those of the remainder of 
the Allotment Community will carry 
weight remains to be seen. There is a 
petition against the installation of the 
Bottle Bank anywhere on the 
Allotments site. It can be found in the 
Trading Hut, please feel free, member 
or not, to drop in and sign it any Sunday 
morning. 
 

Looking forward to a great harvesting 
season and fair weather to allow 
gardeners to prepare for overwintering 
stock and plots alike.  
 

SEE YOU AT THE AGM - PLEASE MAKE A 
NOTE IN YOUR DIARY NOW 

 

Ted Jolliffe, Hon. Sec. 327791 
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Bedfordshire Memory  
Walk 2015 

 

Date of walk: Saturday 10th October 
2015 
 

Time: Event begins at 10am, walk 
begins at 11am 
 

Place: Priory Country Park, Bedford 
 

A call goes out today for people in 
Bedfordshire to sign up to walk for a 
world without dementia as part of 
Alzheimer’s Society’s biggest annual 
fundraising event.  
 

The Bedfordshire Memory walk is 
taking place at the beautiful Priory 
Country Park on Saturday 10th October.  
 

There are 2 routes to choose from: a 
2km and a 10km route. The 2km route 
is pushchair/wheelchair and dog 
friendly which creates a great 
opportunity for a family day out with 
the kids! There’ll also be an assortment 
of fundraising stalls such as a cake stall, 
raffle and face painting. The 10km route 
continues beyond the lake, through 
meadows and woodlands, using paved 
footpaths, grass and woodland paths, 
making it unsuitable for wheelchairs 
and pushchairs. The routes are subject 
to change. 
 

Follow signs for the Priory Country Park. 
There are three main entrances - two 
on the north side (Barkers Lane and 
Riverfield Drive). The third is on the 
south side between Cardington 
Road/A421 - but please note this is the 
farthest car park from the start point of 
the walk. The Barker's Lane entrance is 
the closest to the event site. 

 

You can register online today on the 
easy to use Memory Walk Website. You 
also have the option to register as a 
team or family. 
 

Alzheimer’s Society Community 
Fundraiser, Marc Shaw, said: ‘Arm in 
arm, step by step, and pound by pound, 
people will be walking to raise money 
for services and vital research.’  
 

Memory Walk is Alzheimer’s Society’s 
flagship fundraising event taking place 
across England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland this autumn raising not only 
money but awareness too! 
 

The money raised will fund research 
into a cure for dementia as well as 
helping to provide services for people 
living with the disease.  
 

Anyone who would like to know more 
about the Bedfordshire Memory Walk, 
can call 0300 330 5452 for more 
information. 
Visit our Facebook page today - 
facebook.com/bedfordmemorywalk 
 

More information on Memory Walk and 
Alzheimer’s Society: 
Logon to www.memorywalk.org.uk and 
put in your postcode 

 225,000 will develop dementia 
this year, that’s one every three 
minutes 

 Alzheimer’s Society research 
shows that 850,000 people in the UK 
have a form of dementia. In less than 
ten years a million people will be living 
with dementia. This will soar to two 
million people by 2051 
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 Dementia costs the UK 
economy over £26 Billion per year. 
This is the equivalent of more than 
£30,000 per person with dementia. 

 Alzheimer’s Society champions 
the rights of people living with 
dementia and the millions of people 
who care for them  

 Alzheimer’s Society works in 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland 

 Alzheimer's Society supports 
people to live well with dementia 
today and funds research to find a 
cure for tomorrow. We rely on 
voluntary donations to continue our 
vital work. You can donate now by 
calling 0845 306 0898 or visiting 
alzheimers.org.uk   

 

Alzheimer’s Society provides a National 
Dementia Helpline, the number is 0300 
222 11 22 or visit alzheimers.org.uk 

 
 
 

Clapham Village Hall  
 

Village Hall Car Park 
At the end of July surface repairs were 
undertaken plus directional signs and 
parking bays remarked in the Village 
Hall parking area. Thank you to those 
drivers who co-operated so that the 
work could be completed as quickly as 
possible. It would be appreciated if 
drivers would follow the entry and exit 
signs to help alleviate congestion and 
'near misses' which have been 
reported. A Reminder: the Village Hall 
Car Park is private for use by hirers of 
the hall and should not be used for 

general parking by the public or 
businesses. 
 

Tumble Tots Bedford changes hands 
Chloe Crowther, mum of 2 young boys, 
has taken over the very successful 
Tumble Tots franchise business in 
Bedford from 27th July 2015. 
 

Tumble Tots Bedford, has more than 
150 children attending its weekly 
sessions. Chloe, who is a Tumble Tots 
mum at the Clapham Village Hall was so 
impressed with the benefits of Tumble 
Tots for her children that she jumped at 
the opportunity once she heard that the 
business was for sale. 
 

Tumble Tots, a weekly 45-minute active 
physical play programme for children 
from six months to five years, develops 
children’s physical skills as well as their 
social skills. 
 

“What is so appealing about Tumble 
Tots is the whole atmosphere. The 
children are happy as they take part in 
the activities, the parents are happy, 
the staff are happy… it’s just so different 
from the usual office jobs that I was so 
used too. I am also so convinced of the 
vast benefits that children gain from 
Tumble Tots that I just felt compelled to 
be a part of it”. 
 

For more information please contact 
me on 07469 638966 or email 
chloe.crowther@tumbletots.com or 
visit our website at 
www.tumbletots.com/bedford. 
 

Gentle Exercise Class 
Are you suffering from limited mobility, 
Parkinson's or MS or any other 
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condition which could be improved by 
physical activity? A gentle exercise 
group has been formed to meet these 
needs. Come and try the class 
combining simple mobility and balance 
exercises to music with Nordic Walking. 
The class is designed to help 
participants retain and improve their 
mobility and fitness whatever their age 
or condition. Class starts on 9th 
September from 11:30am to 12:30pm 
at Clapham Village Hall. Cost per session 
£5. For more information contact Jane 
on 356027 or email 
janew02@live.co.uk 
 

Alzheimer's Society 
The Alzheimer's Society have been 
holding a support group for people with 
dementia and their carers at the Village 
Hall on Tuesdays between 10.30am – 
12.30pm. If you could benefit from this 
service, and live in Bedford Borough, 
please contact the Alzheimer's Society 
on 327380 they will be happy to provide 
you with more information. 
 

Tea Dances 
Our popular Tea Dances will be held on 
Thursdays, 24th September, 22nd 
October and 26th November 2 – 4pm. 
£3.50 including refreshments. 
Ballroom, Latin and Sequence dances 
plus a lot of fun and laughter! 
 

Clapham Garage Sale Trail 
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND 
The Garage Sale Trail will be taking 
place on Sunday, 13th September, 11am 
– 4pm. The advertising will be done for 
you, all you have to do is register your 
address by paying £5 to either Paula 

07909 903692 or Jean 07963 049968. 
Addresses will be entered on the Trail 
Maps and buyers can then purchase the 
maps for 50p from the Village Hall. 
What could be easier, all you have to do 
is set up your tables at home and Sell 
Sell Sell! 
 

Quiz Evening 
The next Quiz Evening is planned for 
Friday, 2nd October, 7.30pm at the 
Village Hall. £5 per person, pay on the 
door, up to 8 in a team. Raffle and a bar. 
 

The full list of activities at the Village 
Hall can be found on the Diary of Events 
Page.  
 

Jean Coy Secretary - 07963 049968  
secretary.claphamvh@gmail.com 
clapham70.bookings@yahoo.com  
www.claphamvillagehall.com  
Facebook.com/Clapham Village Hall 

 

New Community Centre for 
Clapham 

We are fund raising for a new 
Community Centre to replace the 
village hall. More details and plans will 
follow in the next edition of Village 
News once the plans have been through 
the pre-planning stage but residents 
can see the plans and talk to members 
of the committee at the Clapham show. 
  

Articles and all other 
submissions for the Winter 

2015 edition of the CVN must 
be received no later than 

Wednesday 4th November. 
Contact the Clerk on 346366 

for more information 
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Autumn 
 

Autumn to me is the most colourful 
time of the year, yes it is colder, but 
when you are walking through an 
avenue of trees, with sun rays shining 
through them, also the beautiful 
colours of the leaves, what a wonderful 
sight! 
 

When you turn the pages of your life in 
Clapham you find that, as I have, now 
I’m in my Autumn Years, just how the 
village has changed over the eighty odd 
years since I was born. It has grown for 
one thing, until today it is almost an 
urban village. 
 

Looking back nowadays, when I see 
children going to the village school or 
waiting for the bus to go to either 
Lincroft or Sharnbrook, I think of my 
school time, for throughout most of my 
school years, there was a war raging in 
Europe and elsewhere. Clapham had its 
influx of evacuees, which swelled the 
classes, so much so, the school had to 
use the Reading Room at the top of The 
Warren as an extra classroom. All the 
teachers were women except the 
Headmaster. As all the women had 
come out of retirement, as all the male 
teachers were in the Forces. After the 
war, most of the evacuees went home 
and the male teachers returned. I left 
school in 1949 and went into an 
apprenticeship as a carpenter and 
joiner. Six months after I had left school, 
my dad died and although I had two 
brothers, they were both married and 
didn’t live at home. I had to grow up 
fast, for wages weren’t very much and 

there were no benefits in those days. I 
know my mother had a hard time of it, 
with just her widow’s pension and there 
was still rationing in force. 
 

Looking back in my Autumn Years, the 
late 1940s and early 1950s were 
austere times. There were no 
supermarkets then, so you went to the 
local butcher or the grocer’s shop for a 
few ounces of this and that if you had 
enough coupons in your ration book, 
even sweets were on ration. 
 

When you look back, the way we buy, 
cook and store food today, it’s so 
different from those days. When you 
think that just over 60 years ago, few 
people had a fridge, let alone a freezer 
in the house. In our house, our food was 
stored in the larder under the stairs, 
with just a cold slab to keep things cool. 
That’s how we lived – you just got on 
with it. I don’t know what my parents 
would make of today, with all the 
electronic devices we have in our 
houses nowadays, but I don’t think the 
good old days were quite as good as 
some people say. 
 

Clapham in those days of the 1940s and 
1950s had gas street lamps for the 
street lighting and were replaced by the 
electric lights of today in 1956. 
 

It was during this time that Clapham 
had a very good bus service. One bus, 
the 107, went from the Fox and Hounds 
pub to St Peter’s Church in Bedford, 
which was convenient for the cinema 
and the High Street, while the 108 bus 
went down Shakespeare Road and 
Ashburnham Road, to Midland Road 
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where you could get off for the Railway 
Station. Clapham also had the Birch 
buses from Rushden where you could 
get on and go all the way to London, to 
the theatres and the famous shops. 
There were also the Franklins buses 
which came through the village from 
Pavenham. One bus had wooden 
slatted seats on it. The bus station in 
those days was in the Broadway, 
opposite where the Pagoda building 
stands. 
 

When you are in your Autumn Years, 
you find that the people you have 
grown up with and have known all your 
life are no longer around but you 
remember their smile and the way they 
talked. I find that by talking to the older 
people, you learn more about the 
history of the village. 
 

When you look back, the memories of 
years past stay with you forever. John 
Pickering 
 

Update from the  
Clapham Village Agent 

 

Village Agents provide a free, 
confidential service and are here to help 
you with any issues you may have – 
large or small. We are funded by 
Bedford Borough Council.  
 

Calling all over 60s! Are you eligible to 
claim a £140 discount off your 
electricity bill? The Warm Home 
Discount Scheme is running again 
through winter 2015-2016. If you get 
the Guarantee Credit element of 
Pension Credit, you will automatically 
qualify. However, many electricity 

suppliers offer the discount to 
pensioners on a low annual household 
income, approximately £16,190. You 
will have to apply directly to your 
electricity supplier to claim. Call Andrea 
to find out if your supplier is part of the 
scheme and for help applying.  
Winter Fuel Payment – if you were born 
before 5th January 1953, then you are 
entitled to get your Winter Fuel 
Payment of between £100 and £300. 
Many men are missing out on this 
payment, as they are yet to reach state 
pensionable age, but are over 62. Call 
Andrea to find out if you qualify. 
Transport - We are currently working 
with the “Wheels in Motion” project to 
provide accessible transport in rural 
areas. If you need help with transport, 
or would like to volunteer as a driver, 
please give Andrea a call.  
Free Security Timers for the over 60s – 
Don’t come home to a dark house! 
These timers can be used to bring on a 
light at a set time and help give the 
impression an empty home is occupied. 
This can help give you peace of mind 
when you are on holiday or in hospital. 
They have been kindly donated by 
Bedfordshire Police Partnership Trust.  
Andrea can also help you complete Blue 
Badge, Council Tax Reduction, Housing 
Benefit and Attendance Allowance 
forms. 
Please call Andrea, your Village Agent 
on Freephone 0800 039 1234 
This is an answerphone service, so please 
leave your name address & telephone 
number, & we aim to call you back within 48 
hours 
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The Sunshine Club 
 

The Sunshine Club has returned to 
Clapham Club for its meetings. We still 
meet on Mondays with the doors 
opening at 1.30pm. We play bingo, 
have raffles, a lottery syndicate and 
finish with a cup of tea. Contact Joan 
Clark 313297 or Linda Shipp 363097. 

 

Clapham Historical Society 
 

Our 2015/16 season started with the 
AGM and a talk by Mr Rob Grove on his 
work with the Prison Service, followed 
by our coach trip to Stratford-on-Avon 
which was a good day out. In July we 
had a car ride to Luton Hoo and on 1st 
August a visit to Bushmead Priory. All 
very interesting outings. Our next trip is 
in Heritage Week with a London River 
Trip, please contact David Dupont on 
305819 for details. Later on we will be 
visiting Rippington Manor, Rockingham 
Victorian Fair and having a Christmas 
meal. Details from the Secretary Jenny 
Mosley 328454 or Chair Mollie Foster 
350353. 

 

Clapham Concert Party 
 

This year's pantomime is “Jaq and the 
Beanstalk” to be performed on Friday 
evening 4th December and matinee 
and evening of Saturday 5th December 
at the Village Hall. Ross Campbell, 
director, has written the script and can 
be contacted on 07733 236066. The 
majority of the cast has been filled but 
there are some smaller parts which 
were not cast at the auditions in the 
summer. If you are a child (over 8 years) 
or adult and are interested in joining 

the group please contact Ross. All you 
need is a positive attitude, a willingness 
to learn, and be a team player. Due to 
safety regulations, spaces are limited 
but we will always make an effort to 
involve as many as possible. Rehearsals 
will be every Sunday from 5.30pm – 
7.30pm starting from 6th September at 
the Village Hall. 
 

Sue Grove, Chairperson 325943 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

GEMINI LOCK & SAFE LTD 
EMERGENCY OPENING SERVICE 

 FREE SURVEY/ ESTIMATES 

 NO CALL-OUT CHARGE 

www.geminilockandsafe.co.uk 

 

BEDFORD’S MOBILE 

LOCKSMITHS 

T: 01234 262625 
M: 07860 482994 

 

School Dates 
 

Autumn Term 
3rd September to  

18th December 2015 

 

Half Term 
26th October to  

1st November 2015 
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To all at the Allotment and Clapham Gardeners. I have been your chairman from 2005 to 
2015 and as from the end of September I will be resigning. If anyone wishes to be 
chairman, please let Ann Paice know (346366). I will still have my allotment, so come and 
see me anytime. Keep up the good work! Thank you, Steven O’Driscoll. 

 
  

Advertise your business 
in the Clapham Village 

News! There are a 
variety of sizes and 

prices available! Please 
contact the Clerk for 

more information 
 

Clapham Parish Council 
cannot endorse any 
business advertised  

in the  
Clapham Village News 

 

Clapham Parish Church 

 

Clapham Parish Church is a warm, friendly, family church! We’re also a 

GROWING church, so if you’d like to know more about what we believe & enjoy, 

do please come along to one of our services, pick up one of our NEW ‘Welcome 

Leaflets’, or check out our website www.claphamparishchurch.org 
 

We offer a range of services to suit different tastes, all with biblically-based teaching. In 
addition to our traditional services of 8am Holy Communion, and 11am Morning Praise, 
we run a service called Sunday@9.30. This is a modern worship service run each week of 
the year, at . . . you guessed it, 9.30am. It’s great for children (they don’t have to sit still 
or be quiet, honestly!) and the young at heart. In fact folks of ALL ages join us for this 
service, which, with joyful and heartfelt worship is a place of encouragement and faith 
in Jesus Christ today. You'd be most welcome! There's also The Presence - 3rd Sunday @ 
8pm -informal and relaxed worship and prayer, a time where God’s power and love are 
sought in a special way. We also run a full range of children's activities, including toddler 
group (Little Monkeys), Sunday School (with crèche), 10-13s Club (RockSolid2) and 14-
18s group (CYFA). Bring your youngsters along to try us out! Indeed, why not take time 
out to meet with God by coming along one Sunday? We’d love to meet you and share 
the hope we have in Jesus Christ together. 
 

For any details of the above, or other aspects concerning the church, please contact 
Stephen – 352814, or visit www.claphamparishchurch.org. 
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. 
 Councillor Areas of Responsibility 

 

Are the any issues in your area of Clapham that need attention? Below you will 
find the Areas of Responsibility for each of the Parish Councillors. 
 

Jacky Fraser Horse estate, Twinwood Road, Milton Road 

David Hope The Baulk, Peppercorn Park 

Norman Hurst High Street (Suzuki garage to allotment site), George Street 

Cicely Palmer Bedford Road, High Street (No. 1 to Horse & Groom) 

John Keech 
High Street (Horse & Groom to Highbury Grove), Ursula 
Taylor Walk, Preservine Walk, The Warren 

Adrian Langley 
The Glebe estate south (Loak Close/Birbeck Close to Miller 
Close) 

Dora Ornithari Oakley Road, Hunters Close 

Allan Prudham 
Cody Road, Lanchester Close, Bents Close, The Slade, 
Highbury Grove, Knights Avenue, Duke Drive 

Sheila-ann 
Simons 

Mount Pleasant Road, Queens Crescent, King Street, 
Princess Street 

Phillipa Simms Top part of The Baulk to Golf Club 

Nigel Sparrow Green Lane, Church View, Carriage Drive footpath 
 

Please report any problems to the respective councillor. For any Highways related 
issues, please contact the Clerk to the Parish Council directly. Contact details are 
found inside the back cover. 
 

If you have any matters that you feel you need to bring to the attention of Council, 
please remember that Council meetings are held on the third Tuesday of every 
month (except August), from 7.30pm in the Village Hall. Residents are welcome to 
speak on matters during the Open Forum. The agenda for every meeting is posted 
on the notice boards around the village a few days before the meeting. 
 

 
   

 

Are You: Resident in Clapham? Aged between 11 and 25? In full time education? 
Attending College or University? Apprenticed to Trade or Occupation? Would like 
assistance with Books, Course Fees, Protective Clothing (not school uniforms)? 
 

If you fall into any of the above categories you may qualify for a grant from the 
Charity. All applications must be accompanied by receipts. 
 

Application forms and information can be obtained from the Secretary to the 
Trustees:  Mrs M. Nicholson  

39, George Street Clapham MK41 6AZ 
Tel. 01234 405141  
mavis.nicholson1@ntlworld.com 
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Useful Numbers  

Emergencies  999 
Crime in Progress  999 
Requiring Police Attendance  101 
Crimestoppers  0800 555 111 
Abandoned Vehicle Removal  0800 1218888 
Home Watch  01234 275275 
Community Intelligence 
Officer 

 01234 275185 

Riseley Police Station PCSO Josie Weston 01234 842864 
Parish Council Clerk Ann Paice 01234 346366 
Borough Councillor Jane Walker 07952 879587 
Village Hall Bookings Jean Coy 07963 049968 
Methodist Church Hall 
Bookings 

 01234 261314 

Methodist Church Reverend Gill Baalham 01234 930025 
Parish Church Reverend Stephen Liley  01234 352814 
Roman Catholic Services Father Jonathan Hill 

Reverend Malcolm Bull 
01234 352607 
01234 350628 

Mobile Library  01234 276453 
Bedford Birdkeepers Social 
Club 

Graham Shipp 01234 363097 

Clapham Rainbow Guides Sam Robinson 07962 022397 
Clapham Children’s Centre  01234 352074 
Clapham Concert Party Sue Grove 01234 325943 
Clapham Historical Society Mollie Foster 01234 350353 
 Jenny Mosley 01234 328454 
Clapham Ladies Group Mary Balfour 01234 290830 
Clapham Pre-School Sam Robinson 01234 341142 
Clapham Scout Group Pete Hardwick 01234 402718 
Colts Football Club Kerry Hall 07754 730867 
Little Monkeys Martin 

Sue 
01234 306233 
01234 352814 

Royal British Legion Sue Statham 01234 772180 
School for Seniors Berta Barnes 

Jady Haggerwood 
01234 211063 
01234 352762  

Society of Gardeners Ted Jolliffe 01234 327791 
Clapham Allotments Steve O'Driscoll 01234 405029 
Sunshine Club Joan Clark 

Linda Shipp 
01234 313297 
01234 363097 

Ursula Taylor Lower School Mrs Morrall, Head Teacher 01234 359128 
Ursula Taylor Charity Mavis Nicholson 01234 405141 
Village News Ann Paice 01234 346366 
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Facebook 
Page 

 

Don’t forget that 
Clapham 

Parish Council has 
a Facebook page! 

www.facebook.com 
/ClaphamPC 

 

Parish Councillors 

 

Jacky Fraser 50, Bridle Drive, Clapham, MK41 6BE 211680 
David Hope 58, Peppercorn Park, Clapham, MK41 6HB 213239 

Paula Hurley 26, Mount Pleasant Road, MK41 6BU 
07909 
903692 

Norman Hurst 250, High Street, Clapham, MK41 6BS 402156 
John Keech 17, High Street, Clapham, MK41 6EQ 261900 
Adrian Langley 97, The Glebe, Clapham, MK41 6GB 271666 

Dora Ornithari 
Bramble Lodge, 29, Oakley Road, Clapham MK41 
6AN 

07411 
136691 

Cicely Palmer 2, Green Lane, Clapham, MK41 6EP 828979 

Allan Prudham 81, Highbury Grove, Clapham, MK41 6DX 342538 

Sheila-ann Simons 69, Oakley Road, Clapham, MK41 6AW 344488 
Phillipa Simms Narly Oak, The Baulk, Clapham, MK41 6AA 218772 
Nigel Sparrow Darracott, Green Lane, Clapham, MK41 6ER 359003 
Charlie Tomkins Park Farm, Carriage Drive, Clapham, MK41 6EX 268555 

 

 

Chairman of the Council: David Hope          Vice-Chairman: Adrian Langley 
 

Clerk to the Council  
Mrs Ann Paice  claphampc@btinternet.com   346366 
Village Hall High Street Clapham MK41 6BS www.parish-council.com/clapham 
 

Borough Councillor  
Jane Walker  jane@janewalker.co.uk     07952 879587 
   



28 

 

 


